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SPEECH. 



The Senate having tinder consideration the bill (S. No. 
151) to confiscate ttie property and free the slaves of rebels, 
the pending question »-ns on the motion of Mr. Willbyio 
amehd the third section so as to make it read : 

That It shall he the duty of the President of the United 
States to make provi.sion for the transportation, coloniea- 
lioti, and seuleinent in some tropical country, beyond the 
limits of the UnitoU States, of such. persons of the African 
race mnde free by the provisions of trfls act, and also of all 
other persoTiR of the African race who are now fret In any 
of thn nnltHt! str.tea as may be ^iiiing tr, emigrate, or iviib 
may be hereafter manumitted elUicr by the voluntary act of 
individu.ils or by State authority for the purpose of being 
so tran>iported, colonized, and settled, having lirst obtained 
the consent of the Government of said country to their pro- 
tection and settlement within the same, with 'M the rifchts 
and privileges of freemen ; and the i^um of §5,000,000 Is 
hereby appropriated, out of any moitry In the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to be applied by the President In 
carrying into effect tjie provlsio:<B of tills -rtion— 

Mr. pOOLITTLE said: Mr. President, before 
proceeding to the question upon wliich I design 
submitting soriie remarks, I shall now do what I 
have never done before in the Senate, and whatl 
trust I shall neVer have occasion to do again — 
refer to a matter personal to myself. Some time 
hgo, when the bill for emancipating the slaves 
in this District was pending here, the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] moved an 
iraendment to appropriate $100,000 to coionize 
out of the limits of the United States all persons 
Set free by the act. To that amendment I moved ■ 
the following: j 

Jind be it further enacted, That the sum of $100,000, out j 
of any money in the Treii»ilry not othetwise appropriated, 
shall be expended undiT tiie direction of the President of : 
the United Siiiti's to aid i i the colonisation and settlement. | 
■with thnir own consent, ftf free people nf color from tald i 
Bixtrict in the republics n>'Hayti and Liberia, or elsewhere. 

• I did so to extend iis benefit lo all free persons 
of color within the District: first, because I would 
Bot confine it to those only who would be liber* 



ated under the act; and second— which was thft 
more material point with me — because I would 
make that colonization voluntary, with their oton 
conse:it, and not compulsory. On that occasion, 
I made the following remark, which I read from 
the Globe: 

"7'be question being upon the amendment to the amend- 
ment, 

" Ml . DooLn-TLC Hitd : Mr. President, believing, a* I do, 
that all men have a imiurui right to their liberty, and ttiu 
Congress has exclusive legislative power In the District of 
Columbia, I am readv to give my vote to put an end to sla- 
very here forever. 6ut, sir, I cannot support the lutiend- 
ment proposed to this bill by the Senator from Keutacky 
[Mr. Uavis] unless my amendment to it shall be adopted, 
and then I will give it my hearty support." 

This remark, that I would not Support the 
amendment to the bill unless mine was adopted, 
was misapprehended, I have no doubt, by aom^ 
of the reporters in the gallery w ho are permitte4 
to take notes of our proceedings; and the New 
York Times, a journal of wide circulation and 
great influence, by mistake reported me assaying 
that I would not vote for the bill itielf aniens my 
amendment were adopted. I said no such thin^^ 
and I thought no sucn thing. That 1 thought it 
much wiser to join colonization with emancipa- 
tion is true. I thought so then; I think so stiUi 
and will endeavor to demonstrate it before . I .oioBe. 
This report of the Times has been quoted exteR* 
sively by the press ii: my own State, and aa i( 
bears upon a question on which our ^apl^ feci 
a deepi interest, it has, without intending u, doofi 
injustice to my position. 

While on this subject I will say a word also ca 
to the course of the Chicago Tribune. This pro- 
fessed Republican journal has a wider. eircuUttioa 
than any other in the Northwest. It circulates 
all over my State and wields a powerful iufluence- 
there. Hundreds of copies are daily sold in mjr 
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own town, to my friends. In giving tlie account 
of the vole on tlmt hill it stated tliai 1 voted n^iiinKt 
the bill foremancipntion in this District. Tliis is 
an entire mistake. I will say fui tlier, sir, that I 
am Ht a loss to accoimt for the torie and conduct 
of that journal of late in some respects. One of 
its editors, ns postmaster at Chicago, is receiving 
the patronage of the best office in tliegifiof a Re- 
publican ^ .'ministration in the State of Illinois; 
annual patronage to the amount of perhaps five or 
six thousand dollars. I can very well undeisiand 
how an unfriendly newspaper may be led to attack, 
misrepresent, and depreciate the .standing, posi- 
tion , and action of its political opponents ; but I do 
not understand iiow it is that a Republican jour- 
nal receiving its support mainly from Republicans 
and from their Administration can, upon any con- 
siderations of principle, gratitude, friendship, or 
policy, intentionally or carelessly make such mis- 
reprcFeniations of the friends of the Administra- 
tion ns go into that journal. I do not refer to my- 
■elf alone; I refer to men abler than myself; to 
men high in position and in the confidence of the 
Administration. Nor should I mention this if it 
■wa? the first case in which that journal had mis- 
Btaterf my position here as a Senator. If for any 
vevBon that journal supposes that by such a course 
it can influence my action Iiere, or if the editor of 
a ctitiun other professed Republican journal in 
my own Slate, whose name 1 will not speak, for 
•I )s not fit to be spoken in tliis Senate, suppo-ses 
that he can intimidate me, or, baser still, levy 
black mail upon me to gain his silence or his sup- 
port, or to change my action or restrain the free 
utterance of my convictions here or elsewhere, 
they do not know the man with whom they deal. 

I know the great power and influence of the 
press. Itis greatforgood.and^reatforevil, too. 
No man who would leave the legacy of a good 
name to his children can be insensible to its at- 
tacks. To every publicman, in trying times like 
these, it is grateful to the heart to know that his 
course is approved by his countrymen, at least 
that it is not misrepresented by the press of his 
own political rriends. 

Sir, I have no money with which to purchase its 
favors, to pension correspondents, or pay for tol- 
egraphic dispatches — those purchased encomiums 
to often and so unworthily bestowed, by which 
jreat men and heroes arc manufactured here, 
•ometfmes of very small and very poor material; 
And if I had the gold of California, I would not 
humiliate myself to make the purchase. 

And I now say, one* for all, I ask nothing if the 
press but the truth, and I take all the responsibil- 
ity of my opinions, my action, and my votes. 

Mr. President, I come now to the issue made 
•with me by the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Hale,] in his speech yesterday 
on the Hubject of the pouibU colonization of the 
increase or the colored population of the United 
S'Jites. He more than once denounced coloni- 
zation as a thing impossible, impracticable, and 
absurd, one of " the most absurd ideas that ever 
entered into the head of man or woman." Among 
other things he said : 

"Thepcat Invm of nature and of Prnvidetice will |ro on. 
One of the lawt of tbe condition of this claas Is, that they 



increase f;ifter Ih.m the wliite.-i. Tiuy hnve incrcri^icd 
i'licy .ire to day vastly (^ureedini; in nuinbcrtln? wlidle Uni- 
ted Stales wlu'ii till')' bade defirinci^ to tlie iKiwer of the 
mightiest liingdoni of tlie earth. 'I'hty r.re here, and despite 
all your puny eft'orts they will remain here. They will itk-- 
creasi;. Tliey will increase probably in about the ratio thai 
they have increased. It will bother tJift wisest pliilosopliy, 
it will set at nannht even the philanthropy and wisrloni of 
my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. Dooi.itt!.k] to ni.'et it with 
any schemes looking to colonization In Central America, 
South .Vmeric.T, or elsewiiere." 

He admitted that it might elevate the condition 
of a few, but stou"tly denied that it could remove, 
in anjr possible degree, this black population, or 
materially relari' iheir incretvsii. 

I stated yesterday that, as the Senator from 
New Hampshire was coming down to facts and 
figuj-es, I desired to meet him. I then thought 1 
might not occupy more than ten minutes in reply 
to him on this subject; but as my honorable friend 
from New York, [Mr. Harris,] to whom the 
floor would be assigned to-day, is detained by 
sickness, I will nsk the indulgence of the Senate 
while I shall state the facts and figures n little 
more in detail than I expected to tlo last even- 
ing. 

Mr. President, I regret .exceedingly that the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire, after 
the usual motion made by him on Friday to ad- 
journ over Saturday until Monday, is not now 
present in the Senate. I should be glad if he were 
here, especially after giving him notice last even- 
ing as ! did, that as he was coming down to his- 
tory, geography, and arithmetic, I desired to ci- 
pher with him a little on this question. It is 
not very often that 1 have an opportunity to meet 
that honorable gentleman upon equal terms. In 
the matter of rhetoric, figures of speech, wit and 
humor; in that magnetic power of voice and man- 
ner which can change at once from the grave and 
serious to the humorous and joyous?; which Al- 
most at the same moment can. dissolve ua in 
tears and convulse us with lauglitcr ; in that power 
of declamation which he knows so well how to 
use, to influence the minds and move the passions 
of mankind, I am by no means the equal of the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire. I yield 
to his great superiority at once. But, sir, when 
we come down to fatis and figures, when 1 can 
bring him to the blackboard, when I can be per- 
mitted to open the book of history, take down the 
map of the world, and look at geography and cli- 
mate and men and races, then I feel thai I can 
meet the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire on equal terms. As I have him there now, 
I propose to cipher at the blackboard, oven in his 
absence, ns I gave him notice last evening I would 
cipher with him on this question to-day. It is my 
purpose to confine myself to the great issue be- 
tween us; is the colonization of a number equal 
to or greater than theannual increase of the colored 
population to tropical countries, first of all, 

A THING POIIIBLE? 

I propose to look into the tables and ace what 
that annual increase is. I have before me a table 
carefully prepared by the chief of the Census Bu- 
reau. In looking into that you will find what I 
have briefly abstracted, showing the rate percent, 
of increase, in columns, during each decade pr^- 



ceding the year meiuioned in the column of years, 
a« follows: 
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In the decade ending in 1800, that is for the ten 
years between 1790 and 1800, the increase of j 
whites was 35.68 per cent.; the increase of slaves 
27.97 per cent.; the increase of free colored per- 
eons 82.28 per cent.; the total increase of popu- 
lation 35.02 per cent. During that period manu- 
missions were very extensive. From 1800 to 
1810, the increase of whites was 36.18 per cent., 
Oi' slaves 33.40 per cent., (but during most of this 
period the slave trade went on, and we also ac- 
quired Louisiunu with its slaves,) and of the free 
colored people 72pc-r cent.; total increase 36.45 per 
cent. From 1810 to 1820, the increase of the wliites 
was 34.11 per cent., of slaves 28.79 percent., (we 
acquired Florida about 1819, with its slaves,) and 
of the free colored 25.23 percent.; total, 33.13 per 
cent. From 1820 to 1830, the increase of the 
whites was 34.03 per cent., of the slaves 30.61 per 
cent., and of the free colored 30.87 per cent.; to- 
tal, 33.49 per cent. For the decade ending in 
1840, the increase of the whites was 34.72 per 
cent., of the slaves but 23.81 per cent., of the nee 
colored 20.87 per cent.; total, 32.G7 percent. For 
the decade ending in 1850, the increase of whites 
was 37.74 per cent., of slaves 28.82 per cent., (but 
during this period Texas was annexed with its 
slaves, increasing the rate per cent.,) that of free 
colored but 12.46 per cent.; total, 35.87 per cent. 
For the decade ending in 1860, which has just 
closed, the increase of whiles was 38.12 per cent., 
of slaves 23.38 per cent., of free colored 10.97 per 
cent.; total, 35.58 per cent. The only increase, 
therefore, of the slave population during the last 
decade of ten years has been 23.38 per cent., or 
a little more than 2.3 per cent, per annum. The 
increase of the free colored population during the 
same period of ten years is 10.97 per cent., being 
at the rate of alittle overone percent. per annum, 
while the increase of the slave population is 2.3 
per cent., almost 2.4 percent.; making the annual 
increase of foui' millions of slaves, 93,520. That 
would be the increase for the last year of the de- 
cade, taking the number of slaves to be, in round 
numbers, four millions. 

Now, Mr. President, six steamships of a large 
class, or indeed one single monster ship like the 
(3reai Eastern, carrying 12,000 passengers, would 
take " a number" equal to all the increase of the 
slaves in eight trips per annum to Liberia. This 
would give about six weeks for the round trip, to 
go to Africa and return. Yes, sir; eight trips 
only of that one ship, or of the six large class 



steamers I have supposed, would take nv.'ay the 
whole increase. If, instead of going; to Africa, thoise 
trips should be made froi.^ New York to the island 
of San Domingo, which coulu easily be done semi- 
monthly, she alone would carry more than three 
times the number of the annual increase of the 
4,000,000 of slaves. The six steamsliips would 
do tlie same. 

If instead of being shipped from New york to 
Snn Domingo, they should, in the progress of 
events, go from the city of New Orleans to Vera 
Cruz, Yucatan or Honduras, or from South Caro- 
lina and Georgia to San Domingo, or nearer still, 
when, in the progress of events, the island of Cuba 
shall become, as it may, like Hayti, the home of 
the tropical race, those trips could be made every 
we';k, and this one ship or those six large steam- 
ships, making weekly trips, could carry from the 
United States 624,000 persons annually. I beg to 
call the attention of Senators to these figures. I 
would that the Senator from New Hampshire was 
here at the blackboard with us now. The c;p">ers 
.whowthis result, that that one ship alone, or the 
six ships supposed, could carry seven llmea the 
increase of this population in the United States 
every year. The first year they would carry the 
increa.seof 93,520;^indin addition to that 520,500, 
leaving but 3, 48O,000of slaves in the United States. 
The second year those same trips would carry the 
increase, which would then only be 81,362, and 
besides the increase, would carry 542,638, leaving 
but 2,937,362. The third year these same trips 
could carry the increase, which would then be 
reduced to only 68,667, and 556,333 besides, 
leaving only 2,382,929. The fourth year these 
same trips would carry the increase, which would 
then be but 55,686, and also carry 568,314, leav- 
ing within the United States but ],814..605. The 
fifth year these same trips would carry the in- 
crease, then reduced to 42,411, and besides the in- 
crease could carry 571,589, leaving but 1,243,194. 
The sixth year the same trips could carry the 
increase, then reduced to only 29,061, and besides 
the increase, carry 594,939, leaving but 048,255 in 
the United States. The seventh year— yes, sir, 
the seventh year — this single ship, or these six 
steamships of large class which 1 have supposed, 
making weekly trips, could carry not only the 
increase, then reduced down to 15,150, but be- 
sides the increase 'could carry 608,850, leaving 
less than 40,000 of the slave population within the 
United States. 

This calculation has been made upon the as- 
sumption that colonization commenced at the end 
of the lost decade when the census was taken. 

1 will also avail myself of the following care- 
fully prepared tables working out this problem 
npon two other suppositions, made by Mr. Robert 
Patterson, of Philadelphia: 

'* In the tables following I have assumed as the 
annual niimber to be deported , 150,000and 350,000, 
and allowing for the natural increase of the pop- 
ulation remaining, from year to year, I have cal- 
culated the progressive decrease of the slaves. It 
will be seen that, by an annual deportation of 
150,000, miscellaneously selected, the last rem- 
nant of the slave population would be removed 
by the year 1907. At the larger rate of 350,000, 
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the removai Vi'outd be complete in 1877. The ag- 
gregate number rcinovetl by the first euppositioii 
Would be 6,470,000, distributed over a period of 
forly-five years; by the second it would be 
4,9ii!0,000 in fifieen yeiirs: 

2l,He lAoiryi; <Ae proip-essive decreate of tkt tlavt papula- 
tioit of Ike United SlateSf osswnin/; that 150,000 o/ mis- 
eellcnieous selection are deported annually, beginning ti-Uh 
tke year ISm. 

T..'aT. * Pojpulaiion. Year. Population. 

1(J53 4,181,000 1885 2,513.000 

1863 4,105,000 lt*6 2,419,000 

1964 4,068,000 1687 9,;e4,000 

18S5 4,009,000 16«« 3,326,000 

1866 , 3,949,000 1889 2,126,000 

1857 3,SS7,000 1890 2.023,000 

1^ 3,825,000 1891 1.919,000 

1C89 3,760,000 18SI JI,812,0<H) 

1870 3,695,000 1893 I,698,ii00 

1871 3,627,000 1894 1,586,000 

1872 3,5.19,000 1895 1,472,000 

1873 3,489,000 1896 1,3>5,000 

1874 3,417,000 1897 1,235,000 

1875.. 3,314,000 1898 1,113,000 

1876 3,269,000 1899 988,000 

1877 3,192,000 1900 869,000 

1878 3,113,000 1901 759,000 

1879.... 3,033,000 1902 .596,000 

1880 2,951,000 1903 459,000 

I8S1 2,867,t)00 1904 320,000 

1M2 2.782,000 1905 177,000 

X383 2,694,000 1906 30,000 

1884 2,604,000 1907 0 

Tablff ihotcing the jiTOp-ettive Htcreate of the tlaee fOfmla- 
tion of the United Slata, mtunting tluxl 350,000 nf mis- 
ttUmuauM ttltetion art deforted antmally, tiennnine with 
the year 1862. 

Year. Population, year. Population. 

im 4.181,000 1870 1,963.000 

1863 .3,825,000 1871 1.6.57,009 

1864 3.663,000 1672 1,345,000 

1865 3,3915,000 1873. , 1,02.5,000 

1866 3,liS,000 1874 ! 698.000 

1867 2,842,000 1875 363,000 

1«8 2..'i.55,<i00 1876 21,000 

l<a68 11253,000 1377 0" 

Mf. President, I wish I had the Senator at the 
blackboard with roe. These figures tell the story t 
and they answer al! his high-sounding declama- 
tion about the impossibility of colonizing the an- 
nual increiise of this race from the United Sutes 
to the West Indies, Central or South America, or 
€Tcn to Africa. 

I had occasion some two or three sessions since 
to axk another Senator to work out a problem 
at the blackboard — I refe.*- to Mason, of Virginia. 
He had been denouncing, in termc both loud and 
deep, the immense loss Virginia sustained by the 
facapeof fugitive slaves. He said Virginia lost 
CTery year $100,000. But what did the ciphers 
■how.' Upon the assumption thatahehad five hun- 
dred thousand slaves, valued then at $800 each, 
their value would be $400,000,000, upon which a 
loia of $100,000, or of the four thousandth part, 
would be only a quarter of a mill on a dollar, ov 
one fortieth of one ner cent. The result of this 
ciphering was statea ; the Idsa was so small , so in- 
significant, so utterly contemptible, that { do not 
remember to have heard the loss of property 
ff'avea escaping fro'm Virgiiiia ever mention, - 
i^in here until aAer the beginning of this rcbcJ- 
tion. 

But to return, air; let us look at the possibility 
of colonization in another poiat of view. The 



declaration is so often made thai all the nr.vics 
of the world could not accomplish it, I will work 
out aiiothei- problem. Tho tonnnge of tho United 
States HI siiiliiig vessels in six miliron five hundred 
and nineteen thousand one hu'idied and .seventy- 
one tons, and the .sicr.m tonnage is eight hundred 
and thirty thousand eigiit hundred and eighty-five 
tvins. I have before me a table prepanul at the 
State Department, to which I refer for authority ; 
but I will not now take time to read it. It shows, 
I repeat, that our whole tonnage is seven millions 
three hundred and fifty thousand and sixty tons. 
The law on the subject of carrying passengers 
provides that there shall not be earned upon ves- 
sels — 

" A prcater numhcr of passengers than in the proportion 
of one to every two tons of cucli vesw!!, not including chil- 
dren under tlic age of one year in ilic computation ; and 
that two children over one ruid under eight years" of age 
8h»!i lie computed as ore passenger." 

If we were to rate the capacity of the tonnage 
of the United States, according to this law, to 
carry passengers, making this reduction on ac- 
count of children under ei^ht years of age, one sin- 
gle tiip of all the vessels of the United States would 
take the whole of this population. This is, of 
course, an extreme case. 1 put it as such, simply 
to show the immense carrying capacity of our mer- 
cantile marine. 

But, Mr. President, there is another problem 
that I propose to examine on the blackboard. 
Tliese tables, from which I have read, demon- 
strate that the free negro popultition of the Uni- 
ted States does not increase one half as fast as the 
slave population. With all the manumissions 
added, with all the fugitives that escape to the 
free Slates, with all that, I repeat !hc important 
fact — I really wish that Senator was here to cipher 
with it — that tht iucrease of the fret colored popu* 
lation ii net one half of the increa.«<e per cent, of the 
slave population. From 1840 to 1830, as I have 
already stated, it was but 12.46 per cent., or at the 
rate of 1.25 per cent, annually. In the decade from 
1850 to 1860, it was but 10.97 per cent., or a little 
less than I.l per cent, annually. I shall not go 
into any long statement of the renson.n which pro- 
duce this great difTerence between the amount of 
increase of the fi ee colored and the slave popula- 
tion. It is enougli to say thut in a slate of free- 
dom, from motives of prudence, or from other 
cause, they do not marry as early; and for some 
reasons there may be more deaths among their 
childi.;n. in slavery, where the increase of off- 
spring is an increiise of wealth, the master, from 
self-interest, does all in his power both to encour- 
age and protect it. , 

On thia point I will refer to an address made not 
long since bjr a genllenian now of this city, for- 
merly of Maine, George M. Weston, Esq. His 
work ori ;'l»e. progress of slavery in the United 
StuteBj I believe, contains more fuels, more statis- 
tics, and g;K;ps more information than ariy other 
book I hais carer seen on ihe subject. I refer to, 
hiastateni^tflln thataddress, therefore, with great 
confidence in t^eir accuracy. I have derived many 
facts and figures and valuable suggestions from it, 
and I,feei called u^on tc give Film ray thanks, 
wbile'I freely avail myselfof them. He flays, 
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speaking of this difTerence in the increase of free 
colored and slaves: 

" U is by no means to be astnimf rl, frnrn iKc fiict ttiat the 
free negroes, In the small nuinborH In whlcli tliey have ex- 
isted ill tlili* country during the: la.-t iwc.iity yynr^t liave 
exlUblted some Utile natural Increase, ilini llie entire African 
race cxiattUR among us wouM increase in tlie ootulition of 
freedom. ()n tlie contrary, a!<v,'e know that the eclueallon 
and capacity trt provide for tiieni«c.lv»!;i and raiuilu-s.ofilui.se 
who ape now free, much exceed what in Ibiind aui(ini|( Uio*e 
now enslaved, wc must conclude thatif Uiosc now I'ri'c in- 
creasfe but i>!|o'wly, if at all, those who are now enslaved 
would positively diminish iftliey were emancipated." 

Whftt are the facta.' In that section of the Uni- 
ted States where the highest intcllcctuBl, moral, 
and religious culture is attained; wiiere the laws 
are beitter observed than in any other; where the 
free colored man has been lon-jest free, and admit- 
ted to the most civil, political, and social rights; 
where there are more humane apylum."? for every 
specie? of the unfortunate than anywhere in the 
world; where no human being is obliged to go 
without shelter, food, or raiment; where his off- 
spring would be best provided for, there, with all 
his natural increase, v/ith all manumissions, and 
escaped fugitives, the increase of the free colored 
m»n from 1840 to 1850 was less than 0.25 per cent, 
per annum, and from }850 to I860, less than 0.50 
per cent, per annum. 1 qupte again: 

" In New England, from 1840 to IKiO, the coJored race 
Increased a fraction loss than two per cent. ; from 1H50 to 
1660, a fraction more than four per cent. ; and in the half 
century, from 1810 to 1860, only twenty per cent., or one 
flfth. 

"Tiie IncrciuR of free colored persotia In tlil« country, 
from IS.'ia to leSO, waB at llie following rates : 

Per cent. 

In the free Stalei 12.9C 

In the eta ve k^tstea 8.69 

In allUie8uuca.. 10.68 

" In tlie aggrefcstC) the increase vas from 424,390 to 
469,709, which in a gain of 46,319, or, as l>efore stated, of 
10.68 per cent. How much of it Is by natural increase may 
be determined witli proximate, altlioagh not exact, accu- 
racy. 

•'The nutnbei' of slaves becotnine free by escape yv9s,in 
1850, by tlie census of that year, 1,011, and in I&O, by the 
census of that year, 803. By averaning those '/lumbers, we 
have for the whole decade 9,070, wiilcti is' at ecfual'to 
all tlie colored persons who have log 1Mb connuv within 
that time. There w«a scarce any cmtgn^tl^n joCthltt kind 
prior to the census of I860, except of the fugitive slaves 
Oiemselvea, who seek Cunada as a plaie'of refd{;b.' Prom 
1890 to 1833, a period of thirty-two yran, 'Ohly 2,790 free 
colored persons had tell ail the States (pciLU>«riii.' Of late> 
there h^s been some cml^rntian of sucb pijfvtitip l^.^tti^if^o 
and the Wert India Islands, to avoid the stringBicy Qrilio 
severe legtsltitiort nfoilnst free hegroes in fedm^ Wf Uie a^aVe 
Statec Unt without going into nniiecesaary niceties of cal- 
^latipn, it Is apparent thitt the espaitea ifroni.. slavery .dur- 
ing the decade from 1850 will not only bali^ace^ ^ic col-i 
dred emigration of free t>ergons.'butaisotne number of such. 
per»c; reduced to ajavery ^jrkldriappTrigi,'of by (lio9<' mod- 
era Uwi of some of tlie iStaiea under wbtcb tree persons 
are -cjMionotl) told Ii^tt^Ui^ cojndition of vArvitude. 

' j'Ik.:: reinntiis, then, wie deducted from the Increa*^ 
i/i' the free colored', In, ai'det' to determine their natDral 
tncreasr, th» nutbber 'jfcM%«l'%7 mamimlsaiona. VNeae' 
iu*oi»ted.bi lSM,k7iliai>ena&«! thttt vear, to l,46T,and 
in 1860, by ttp cpnw^ t^fU,yf#r, to a.010. By ayerttg;^ 
tl»o»e numbers, we tWVo Coyh* whole decade Ute, 
turn tot il or MjuimmiMlQaA/whlch reduces (be caui ot.mk 
free licHortti poputatioti<b>i'tt{iArtil 'ncrease idiSjajOTSi whMT 
is five nni ivto Aftbs ijinciaiit. This is ttotweoii mM faactH 
wi OOP TiiU^ of ttte na|M(%|; l^rcave of Ui^iSlot^e^j ^)tf9t^ 
w»'- ?«ite twenty-four aniJOMUaff pcrccnt-.hamely.twen-. 
ty-iiirco and oric half r' rfcent.,a<i exhlbltld^bJtttl'cTiDRisi, 
and one per cent, lost t.^ti*ittfiet and mifliJniitifiliAia, 

"Tabi inuay jBatuDtl^actemi of tiis ir^ tPixxe4 ncf, as 



cofnivared wkh either the slave or tlie white p ipulation, 
h.iR, of course, always been known to Btailfcis. 1 is easily: 
'lempnstratcd as a njatter of actual figures, and tHi causes 
of it are not obscure ; but neither the fact itself nc the le- 
gitiniatt! Inferences from it have been KUfiiclenlly n8l'(ted' 
upon, or attinoied the attention tUey deserve." 

But there is another grave matter buaring upon 
the subject of this increase. If in New England! 
where most favored by law and by public senti- 
ment, his natural increase is so small, how wouid' 
it be in those States where the confliclof rac«,or,' 
if you please, caste and ptxjjudice, is so strong?' 
What would be his increase there in a state of 
freedom ? Jefferson declared it impossible for the- 
two races in large numbers to remain together 
without conflict, equally free. Such is the opin- 
ion of all southern men, slaveholders and non-' 
slaveholders. The Senators frorti Kentucky andi 
Yirgipia tell us . that it would lead to a conflict of 
race, and prob'\b!y to thed,e8tructi9iiof the weaker 
race. I do not justify this conflrc't; 1 speak of facta 
existing. We i iust,asstittefinien,de«l with things 
aa they are, and not assume ihtta tt be as 
would have them. I am de^aiing with facts and not 
fancies, and would address myeelf to men who 
think and not dream-^-<to wise men, and notitiferi* 
poets'or orators..' ! , . < 

Senators, we are eompelldd^ fo regard, as facts 
bearing upon 'What will On will net'OtStur/OT Whal 
should ur should not be done,thkre!^it1gi^andthe 
pr-ejndices oF rtVankitidl AV/siVy tJ*etf jft-ejudrces- 
are facts, stiibbotni ugly|«tt!l(f,'-^h{6Hi iftnnol W 
ignored. Front ,tb at if re|^r«tiiftie' convict"— 
call it what yoti wqlli^of raw,'caSl*', or prejudice^ 
is it not'alt«c«thcr-fntiBbb)i$' (hea there Would be 
little/if any,ninareaBet&'ihrMliair«d population iii' 
the Fnited &thten ff «h«r- v^^rc all ndw aa itiee afr 
theyarernlNew Eriglaad? the other h'i'fid>Mt. 
Weston saya: 

■ " It is slavery, and nothing else, whjich multiplies the 
negro in the'Untted States. There ^re' no maids, a^d n6 
widows among whites; FrMi Ura titlie that the eatkicity «> 
bear cbildreft;|^i9;t>vV^ Mieir «v(>iwa, (o^ifae VoiewneK 
it ends, it Is iif.full •e^|v.j)y,.B«d.B^ if t^js i^raral, xiiasakNi 
stimulating that furictlon, (unresirafncd as it is li the casp 
nf the slave by moral orpriidehUalconsiAeretlons,) wasndc 

safficieat for the avarice of Masters, wbo see an Incre&M 
of their wcaiUi in aa increase of tbeir hitmnn stock, H Uk 
fiirther stimulated by rewards and promises of reward." 

Now, Mr. President, hem is precisely the point' 
Mchoix 1 should like to liripg oie Sblnatbr to the 
bi^ttfkboard again.. Let us suppose that the slave* 
\tt(U)e<aU'eiiv&ncipate(l, and that they were plaeedi 
uedef as good .areujnelances as they now are in 
New EtigIand«br.'Wiacdnstn,oranyof the States' 
where they ai^ aceef>ted:witii:the most favor and 
with the least. oi>jection, do' not these census tB*i 
turntfi iwUh theiraneicprabifi lAsic of flgures, sbowt 
that, like the Iiidian race^' the^ dwindle and dwatf 
in theoresaneeof the white haan; that under momt 
iavoraoie coodlUonii thetr increase would net e^f 
ceed ten pec ioenl. in a decade, or one per <!eat> 
aanually. X)f\e ce»u updn four tnilUoite i« but 
forty thousand. If the annoal increase would b« 
<U»i9.(oilf ihousftodi where is tixe SfexiMor's pMi- 
tim tovfi TheX Senator^ the ohaircn^oi of thtf^ 
QloAlPuMAe^te 2fo,VAl Affairs of tihe Sieaate of th» 
United States, denouncing colonization as lfa» 
moat absurd idea that ever entered the Iwad'Ofiain 
oc v^wiofMitli a. thbfif lu^t to be thoa^hf for a iiio. 
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metit, bectiuse it ia beyond the power of all phi- 
lanthropy and all Jegislfitjon and of our Navy to 
curry aWay the future increneo of this population 
in the United States, which, with emaiicipatio'i, 
would fall at once from twenty-three fo ten per 
cent, per decade, from ninety-three thousand five 
hundred annual increase to forty thousand ! Sir, 
two first-class ateoniera from the city of New Or- 
Itons, and two from Charleston, or rather . Port 
Royal — for Charleston as a commercial city may 
be among the things that were, and Beaufort 'je- 
com» the futureemporium of that State— these four 
sfeamers, making their trips to the West Indies 
Mid to the countries just across the Gulf, would 
carry the whole increase of this population from 
the fjnited States twice. told. It being now de- 
monstrated that the colonization of more than the 
Aunuftl increase is a pdssible thing, I next inquire, 

IT PaACTlCABLE? 

Here is another problem in figures 'applied to 
iM9tory,to which I would call the attention of tha 
Senator from New Hampshire. Previous to 1850, 
Uie annual importation of slaves by th^ slave trade 
from Africa ipto America, including Ciiba, was 
from one hundred and fifly to two hundred thou* 
wtnd; and since th&t time, when by the armed 
fprcos of Great Britain, the slave trade to Brazil 
was broken up, the annual importation of slaves 
into Cuba now, from 1850 to 1860, has been at 
the rate of fifty thousand every year. The num- 
ber an aually stolen/rom Africa, brought. by vio- 
I<i>nce khree thousand miles acros* the sea to Cuba 
find 6oid there, in spite of treatijes, in spite of the 
fMets of Great Britain, France, and. tne Uoited 
States, is ten thousaiid. more than the whole in- 
cre^we of the colored population «f,the ^Inited 
States would be if they were now emancipated. 

If, in spite of treaties, if under the ban of piracy, 
with the halter ort their necks, moved by base 
cupid' y alone, a few obscure and outlawed men^ 
in face of the armed ohips of the thr*;c greatest 
commercial Powers of the world, can bring fi^fly 
thousand slaves three thousand miloa to Cuba, 
CAnnot a great tiation.ia the interests of freedom, 
humanity, and the glory of all mankind, colonize 
annually forty thoiisahd men in the best and rich- 
Mt countries in the world , lying almost at its feet? 

But, Mr. ^resident, it may be said that these 
arc mere nrithmeticat problems, built up on sup- 
positions;, on figures only. I propose, air, to call 
the attention of the Senate for a short time to some 
fmeti that have trans:»red in relation to the great 
voluntary migrations of the human family. I sbaH 
not dwell upoi\ the migration of the people of 
brael to the land of Canaan, by which from three 
to four millions of people wer« taktn out at one 
time from the land of Egypt, their house of bond* 
H^e, to Palestine. Myfriena [Mr. Wilhot] shakes 
ht» head. Has he ever gone into the figures? 

Mr, WILMOT. No, sir. There were about 
six hundred thousand; that wati all. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. That my friend has not 
gviu' Uo the figures iav^ryeridinX. (^have. There 
were six hundred thousand tMn,be»idetthtir wives 
mutehUdren. 

Mr. POSTER- Fighting men. 

Mr. DOOLiTTLE. " Fating men, "my hon- 



orable friend from Connecticut says. Figure upon 
llmt! There undoubtedly are not lesa voters iii 
a community under our system than there were 
fighting men in Israel, and it is safe to calculate 
aix or seven persons to one voter upon the aver- 
age; so that, if the fighting men were 600,000, mul- 
tiply the number by six, and you have 3,600,000, 
or by seven, and you will have 4,200,000. But, 
sir, as I said, I do not propose to dwell upon that 
case. It may be said, ana truly said, they were 
led out in the niidgt of great and miraculous events 
under special superintendence of the Most High, 
who appeared as a pillar of cloud by day and a pil- 
lar of fire by night, leading them through the Red 
sea, feeding them by miracles in the wilderness, 
and carrying them safely through at last to the 
land of Canaan. 

Whin I remember, however, the terrible judg- 
ments upon the Egyptians for refusing to allow 
the children of Israel to go out of Egypt, to their 
promised land, I cannot but retTiCmber that in this 
country there are two extremes of opinion, both 
meeting in the same thing. The fanatical devotees 
of slavery, and the par exceffence friends of imme- 
diate abolition, join in denouncing: colonization, 
the most practicable mode of removing this down- 
trodden race from their house of bondage to their 
promised land. 

But, sir, there have been other gre<»t migrations 
mentioned in history. During the decline of the 
Roman empire, its province.s vvere overrun by 
those great swarms of emigrants from the north- 
ern hives. They came not in regularly organized 
armies, but as whole peoples, with their wives and 
children like jjreat overflowing floods, bearing 
down the armies of the empire, and sweeping all 
in their way, spreading themselves everywhere-, 
taking possession of whole countries and peoples, 
and subjecting the luxurious and degenerate citi- 
zens of'^ Rome to the dominion of greater and 
stronger men from ihe north of Europe and Asia. 
I am reminded of those migrations in some re- 
spects by what we now witness going on in our 
own midst. We behold six hundred thousand 
strong men from the northern States overflowing 
into these beautiful regions. They have come at 
the call of their country, not as invaders, but as 
protectors, to maintain the Union and the Consti- 
tution. They have come to stand side by side with 
the loyal Union-loving rpen of the South, to fight 
fur their homes and their firesides, to defend them 
against secession and treason and military despot- 
ism; but I say to our friends there, I believe, as I 
believe in my existence, many, many, if not most, 
hfive come to stay. They ere falling in love with 
your goodly lands in Maryland, Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Missouri. True to their 
Anglo-Saxon instincts for land, they are going to 
.ake possession of them, not by force, not by de- 
priving any loyal citizen of his rights, but by 
peaceful purchase. When peace comes again, 
many will send for their wives and children, and 
make their homes with you forever. Those who 
have no wives will marry your daughters. I am in- 
formed that in one of the Wisconsinregimen la, sta- 
tioned nearly a year iii Maryland, seventy young 
soldiers were married to the girls pf Maryland. 
Surely that is «' reconstructing the Union" upon 
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lasting foundations. These men will join with 
you to regenerate nnd redeem Slutcs like old Vir- 
ginia. How end the (Icchne into which she has 
fallen from the fatixl mi Unke of following after the 
new dogmas of Calhoun, instead of holding fasi to 
the ideas of her own great Jefferson ! from foster- 
ing and encouraging8la\ery.asableS8ing,inetead 
of throwing it off as a curse ! from tilling her soil 
by half a million of negro slaves, instead of devel- 
oping all her resources by the free and energetic 
toil of what she might have had in their places, 
two millions of free white men ! Sir, she is yet to 
recover. Young Virginia, already represented on 
this floor, holdmg once more the same enlarged 
views upon slavery and upon all other questions, 
which were entertained by Washington, Jeffer- 
son, and Madison, by all the men of the earlier, 
and, as some say, the better days of the Republic, 
aided by the influx of these thousands from the 
North, bringing with them the same ideas which 
Virginia, through her great men, taught them, will 
regenerate herself, and become in one or two gen- 
erations what she might have been nowbut for this 
acchrsed institution. Notwithstanding what her 
traitorous son/j have done, notwithstanding what 
her Floyds and Masons and Hunters; following 
the evil teachings of Calhoun, have done, to mis- 
lead her people and carry them into this rebellion; 
notwithstanding her wretched and despicable con- 
dition now, still, in spite of all this, for what she 
once was, and for what she is yet to be, I shall 
speak of her always with feelings of gratitude and 
respect. Besides, sir, Wisconsin was born of Vir- 
ginia. She was her youngest born. But I thani: 
God that she was born of her in the days of her 
greatneB«<; when the ideas of Washington^ Jeffer- 
son, AhA Madison, and not the ideas of Calhoun 
and his followers, led her councils; when Virginia 
loved lib'^rty more than she loved slavery; when 
Virginia, feeling the curse of slavery upon herself, 
by the great law of maternity stamped upon her 
ofif pring — the gr6at Northwest — her own love of 
fiberty and her own hatred against slavery for- 
ever. The debt of gratitude which Wisconsin and 
all the Northwest owes to Virginia for that great 
deed, and but for which the same blighting curse 
would now rest upon the StAtes of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, nolanguagc can expressand hograt- 
itude can repay. Oh, what a cnange has taken 
place since she has been seduced by listening to 
Calhoun's suggestion, and said to herself-^ 

" Slavery tbou art my blessing, 
From hencerorth evil be thou my good." 

"Oh, what a fall was there, my countrymen !" 
from Washington down to Wise ! from Jefferson 
to Hunter ! from Mason of the Revol jtion, the 
grandfather, down to Mason the dcger/erate and 
traitorous grandson ! But I will not give up Vir- 
ginia yet. I believe in the resurrection and the life. 
T expect to see her rise again; to hear hsr speak 
again the language of Washington and of Jeffer- 
son and of Madison. I think I hear it even now 
sometimes. I think I shall see her once more, 
looking, hoping, praying, for emancipation, that 
God in his own good time will enable her to get 
rid of that institution which has been a curse and 
a blight upon her, which h»s reduced her frore 



her high position as the empire State of the Union 
to a fourth or a fifth c!(\ms State, iii power and in 
population. 

And, sir, I must say that I listened with pain 
to some remarks that fell from our friends on this 
side of the Chamber yesterday, in addressing 
themselves to the honorable Senator' from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Willkt.] When that Senator tells us 
that he has of his own means spent more money 
in emancipating slaves than I am worth three 
times over; when he tell us that by his efforts, 
and the efforts of Mr. Bolts, of Vii-ginia, who now 
Mes in jail confined as a Union man, b«»cau8e he 
will stand by the flag of the Union, his State was 
prevented from adopting into its constitution a 
clause banishing forever or reenslaying the whote 
free colored population of that State; when he 
tells us that, and says that he is willing to sacri- 
fice all he has, even life itself, for the Union and 
the Constitution, I am pained to hear Senators 
address him in any other language than that of 
kindness and respect. Sir, if he differs from me 
in some views on slavery or anything else, so long 
as his heart beats true to the flag, and his foot 
keeps step to the music of the Uni6n; eo long as 
he has given efideiice of his devotion td the cauae 
of emancipation by great self-sacrifice; ao long as 
he has stood up in his own Stale, where it required 
both physical and moral courage to stand up, for 
the truth and for the rights of this poor oppressed 
race, I will honor him, and I will give him the 
hantl of friendship, and tell him, thank GK>d, and 
take courage, better times are coming to us ^nd 
to the Republic. Sir, beyond this storm ul "&ar, 
and all the blood and agony and tears it 'jrinn, 
I see the dawning of a better day rising upon this 
Republic. We are to be restored to th'-' good old 
ideas and good old ways of tho fathers who 
achieved our liberties, founded our GoTernmentj 
and administered it with such success for three 
generations. 

But, Mr. President, I beg pardon for this di- 
gression, into which I have been drawn unexpect-' 
edly to myself. 1 will return at once to the ques- 
tion, for 1 desire thiis day to deal in nothing but 
facts and figures. 

I pass over the great migration of the childreo 
of Israel to Palestine — 1 dwell no longer upote 
the great migrations of the northern barbariana 
when they overcan the Roman empire — I come, 
down to our own time, to what we havfe seen in 
our own day and generation. Take for instance' 
the migrations from Great Britain, with a popu- 
lation of 28,000,000. In the ten yeara, from 184T 
to 1856,inclusiv«,2,800,000personsmigrated from 
Great Britain and Ireland, none of them on Irby- 
ages shorter than that across the broad expabae 
of the stormy Atlantic, many of them to the south- 
ern extremity of Africa — the utmoct verge of the 
real or fabled circumnavigation of Hanno — and 
still more, over a distance equal to two thirds of 
the circuit of the globe, to the antipodal regitifiS 
of Australasia. This emigration froim a popula- 
tion averaging 28,000,000, durihg the terni of their 
movement, would only be equaled, propoirtional 
numbers bein* taken into the account, by an eiiai- 
gration from Siis country of 3,700,000 during the 
ten years to come. lu the eight years* from 19t7 
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to 1854, inclusive, this migratipn fror,i Great Brit- 
on and Ireland, numbercU 2,44^,8U0 personSj, 
which is at a rate stili more rapid. 

ButI cat! appcialattenttan to ihc case of Ireland, 
the green, isle of Erip. The toi&l Ii ieh emigration 
for the six years^ froim 1647 to 1852, inc!ui?ive> was 
I,3i3,2^. (Thirteenth General Report of British 
CoBiroisfliqniBra of Emigration.) Ir 1854, it was 
lS0,2(t9. Aasuming for 18$3 an emigrction of 
182,603, \vliicb ip th^ mean of tiie emigration for 
tba years 1852 and 1854, we have for the eight 
years, frQip 1847 1854, inclusive, n total emigra- 
tton of 1,681^359. Taking the average population 
q{ jU-ekiui from 1847 to 1854, at the 6,500,000 of 
tbe,(pen8m 1851, thq emigration in that period 
ofQleht years was more than one fourth of the 
po(>M>Lati4>n. A proportional emigration from the 
tSpittid States fqr eight years to come w^uld be 
9,000,090. And the American people are a rich, 
oanim«rci{^l,and navigating people, while the Irish 
we»e poor to a proverb, and 90 little of a navigj.- 
tipg p«ople, that the bp,Ik.of (heir epiigrants were 
abftqiutely obliged to makie.one voyag'? across the 
Iris|> channel, at lea^t half as much of an under- 
tftlfiog aa it wPWl/l bt! \a go from New Orleans 
sccoM^h^^ulf, to.find a port a(fording the neces- 
Wry facUuie#. for their final exodus. 

Tfei« (jif iri9h emigration frooa 1847 to 1854, 
whijah i^^^u^e«; the period of a too well remem- 
b9r<Hi famine, is^n ejttreme one; but it is always 
es^tr^line ciyses iivbic^i show what 'm ppqsii^le to be 
done, An4 if Mie case is e^^reme, so it proves 
tlltogether oioi* th&nj* neceswry tr be proved in. 
tb<t jnatt^on bftndi *« , nobody supposes that it 
can b«jiefie^ry<>r desirable to colonize the whole 
Qf otir colored populaMon in eight years, if at ail; 
and if it Irish example shows that we 

(MHtld eoI<»)i^. within that term twice as many col- 
prAd f>«opje A9.w.e actually bave, slave and free. 

BiU^ «^n,sirr here iq a prpblem to which I 
should ask the Senator's attention if he were hers 
aVt*W Nafil<bpard. Hejfejs a problem in the rule 
orthree. If ^,500,000: pope people, not a navi- 
g«ti% people, caneinigra^errfor voluntary coloni- 
»|AioQ iff emigrR{ionrrl»6{)0y?(K>, three thousand 
miles across the Atlanticm eight years, how many 
OPfllil 3ft.0(W,Q0O, of people em igrftte but six hun- 
4s94 oro5ie thousand m4e8-ii) t}i0,(i$n»3 time? 

Mr. COWANi That is thftdoubiermieof three- 
[XirfMJghter.J 

Mi. DOOUTTI^e, SqUi*.; Uii^volveshott 
time and distance aa.>t«i!e}l,fla/p»putefi^n* : ■ 

A^ain. sir, from Spf)ieKibor;3{l,i843, to, De«em- 
W 31, 19^, tb«re arrived inftlre- Ijfijitgd Stales 
aroiV SbriHgn countries, 3,63^,4^, Pfer8i9DS,<}pr- 
nwy Ibeipglhe principi^l conyibutpr nejctflfter tlie 
BfHi»h empire to this v«»t imntiigrjaiom In thir- 
teen WftWr, therefore, by th? voluntary eiawration 
BMimf of poor and oppressed people of Europe 
qC our own ra^ to the United Stojte^* We htive 
Kceiyj^d A papulation almost e^uai to th« whole 
BHBtber of slaves within ^he Unit^ Slates. 
Wj. foster. And tWy^ame in bailing ships. 
Mr. DQOLITTLE. As tny honorable friend 
seWAcIUj, tbsy came in eailiiig, ships, tv)o. 

iWXi. Prssjdent, I haVe anothier problem. It ja 
estimated that teo.time* jihe preseoltnumVerofall 
t}|f<tlAiire» ia ib» Uitited StAics hAve btea stolen 



from Africa and brought to the continent of Amer- 
ica to be sold as slaves; yes, sir, 40,000,000 ; ten 
timfs the present number of all the slaves in the 
Ui'ti ted States. The Encyclopedia Araecicana says 
that the number of negroes brought by the slave 
trade has been " calculated to amount during the 
last three centuries to above 40,000,000." Can- 
not the annual increase of 93,500, the rate in which 
they increase as slaves, or 40,000, the rate at which 
they increase in the condition of freedom, emigrate 
from the United States if they are willingand desire 
to go, and thia,t too, not^croiis the Atlantic, but just 
across the Gulf of Mexico, or into the islands in 
the Gulif or, tho Caribbean sea? AU th,e?e figure* 
demonstrate with: mathematical cevtaiLnty the ease 
wjth which any amppntof colonizaiipnof pur col- 
ored people, wnich can be cQnsjdered So be necea- 
f;ary in order to render emancipation s^fe and ac- 
ceptable, can be managed. The fullness of time 
has arrivedi in our nurp^ier?, in our abounding 
wealth, in the va^t inaprpyements in the safetyt 
cheapneas,and.comfpr' with which seas are trav- 
erseu, and i\(ia)|yin tb^ various choice of regions, 
to which the colored rape.mny. be depprted. Tbe 
longest voyage i9 bc^)c to thai cjontinent fron) 
which ten times as many as we ha.yie now in; this 
country , have been dragged by violence, whil?^ 
available and substantially unoccupied areas, ia 
close proximity to us, already invito this species 
of immigration„ 
The question now arises, 

HOW FAR IS COLONIZATION DESIRABLE? 

It is jiQt to be expected that the whole of thi» 
popul^aon is suddenly or perhaps ever to be col- 
onised out of the, United States; no roan ever 
dreamed of such a thjng. But if a number equal 
to the annual,;ncreaac» -^nd a little more, could be 
colonized or induced to emigrate to a country far 
better for themsclreA thap tof^main here, so that 
the peoplp of the slave StateSjShfill see thje amount 
of this population diminishing instead of increas- 
ing, and their white p^pulajtion increasing and not 
diminishing, t)iey will beccme satisfied to have 
emancipation begin in their States. It will be in 
their estimation no longer an impossible nor an 
improbable thing, even in the slave States where 
the most slaves exist. The idea, the hope of cpl- 
oni£ation, therefore, will aid emancipation in all 
tlie slave Statee. 

Mr^Presideait, for myself, I favor emancipation 
wherever I have constitutional power, because it 
will givq freedom to this race. Besides^ sir, eman- 
cipation win tiid'colohizatiori. They will practi- 
cally aid ond 0u«(a,i» eacjii 0thet^,.and therefore 
I lav<>r holh. But I urge;vmy friends wbo de» 
sii^e .to see ecQaniaipaition to 'favor colontization, 
because I beliere ttia^ idea is. necessary inoirderto 
allow an eniancipfltian funy. to arise and suetain 
itself atnong the people of the Stajtes where alevery 
now exists; They,- tell rae, sir, the Senator from 
Vii^ginia, tbe Senator from Kentucky, every Sen- 
ator coming from these iStates, and every man, 
woman, and child wl4),«wi1e8 from these States, 
tells pie that it ie vi^terly impossible for them to 
talk of emancipiUil^n^ within any slave State with- 
<>ut connecting with it the idea of colonisation. 
Can .thei^e ibfi A party: and nobody belpjig to it? 
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When all tho people residing in those States tell 
us that it is an absolute necessity in order to get 
their people — I do not mean the rebels, but the 
CTnion-loving people who are pouring- out their 
blood like water to defend the Union and the Con- 
atitu^iop — to consider the question of emancipa- 
tion of slaves, or take ho'd of that question, or act 
upon it, or even speak of it, that they connect 
w'ith it the ideaof colonization; shall we not allow 
them to do so? That is the question. 

lahpuld rejoice in my whole soul to see both. 
There never has been an hour in my life when on 
ihih subject of human slavery all there is manly 
Wjithia me did not rise agamst it; when every 
povirerplaced in my hands constitutionally I wciild 
notte willing to exercise in order to do away with 
itevery where throughout the whole earth. Every- 
where I would give universal liberty to universal 
ni^n. But I believe that these questionsof emanci- 
pation and colonization are so connected together 
in those States where slavery now exists, that it 
is ne?ct lo impossible for the friends of emancipa- 
tion there to get a heating by the people of those 
States, much less to proceed with emancipation, 
without discussing and carrying forward at the 
same time a system of generous colonization of 
the emancipated people to some country beyond 
the jurisidiction of the United Stales. 

IT IS GOOD ECOKOMY 

to plant colonies. 

It i« not necessary to expend any very large 
turns of money, especially in the initiation of this 
policy. I will say that one half the amount wc 
annually expend in taking care oC the Indian? — 
the Indian appropriation bill now pending pro- 
ppses to appropriate $1,700.000, and the additional 
estimates of the Secretary of the Interior are about 
$1,500,000 more, making in all $3,200,()OO— the 
expenditure of one l\alf the amount which we 
make for the Indian race would open the way and 
organize a system. It would lay the foundations 
for a great, free, voluntf^ry, and,,in great measure, 
a self-sustainingcolonization for these people from 
this country, wliicli would take th€;n[i la cpuntries 
better adapted to them, to which they will go by 
hundreds of thousands, for the same reason that 
the Irish and the Germans and other people of 
Europe come to the United States— to seek a bet- 
ter home, whei^ they can make more money and 
enjoy belter privileges and make more rapid ad- 
Tancement for theniselves and for their cliildren. 

Besides, Mr. President, looking at this as an 
economical question, it is not only not necessary 
to expend any very large sums of money, but I 
think I could show that even a large amount ex- 
pended in this way might be made to subserve the 
agricullural( commercial, and manufacturing in- 
terests of the country. The judicious expenditure 
of one, two, three, or five millions of dollars by 
the Government of the United Stales in planting 
colonies all along the Gulf of Mexjco and the Ca- 
ribbean sea, in Vera Cruz, Guatcmalai Nicaragua, 
Honduras, the Balize, Venezuela, as well as in 
Hayti ftnd San Domingo, and aU the iBlands of 
the Gulf and the Caribbean sea, would be a^eat 
and valuable investment, bringing r!ph returns to 
tl)e people of the United States in the conjraerce 



it would build up there. Our c "iimerce with the 
single republic of Hayti now stands, I believe, 
twenty-firfjt in the whole list of our ccmmercial 
relations wish the civilized Powers of ihe ear'h', 
The republic of Hayti offers to ihese^cople, if 
they are unable to pay the expense of their own 
emigration, to bear that eX])ense for them; and it 
offers to give them employment, and offers to give 
them homesteads; over two thousand luive ac- 
cepted these offers, and have voluntarily, upon 
their own account, gone there. San Domingo 
alone, it is estimated, is cap.able, if it should be 
populated as the island of Barbadoes is, of holding 
thirty millions of these peonlo. There is no mis- 
take about it. If my friena who shakes his head 
in doubt [Mr. Wilmot] will go to the figures he 
will see it. I shall not lake time now to go to the 
blackboard again, but if he will cipher it out he 
will find it so. If the island of San Domingp was 
no more thickly populated than is Porto Rico to 
the square mile, it would take the whole of OW 
present colored population. 

But, sir, that island is but a speck on the map 
compared with those immense regions waiting for, 
them, and which it would seem as if the Almighty 
had reserved for them. I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to some facts bearing on this,, 
for my attention, perhaps, has been more drawn 
to it than that of some other Senators. Take dowQ. 
the man. Kere is Mexico, wljich stands ready tQ, 
form a'treaty with us to-day, by which she will 
give homesteads in any of her States to these peo- 
ple, if they will go there.. Down the coast, near 
Tampico, they have gone out from New Orleans, 
on their own account, and, have built up a flour- 
ishing colony. See, there lies Yucatan, which 
comes up as a peninsula right into the Gulf of 
Mexico. There is the small island of Cozumel'i 
about twenty, miles square, which we could prob- 
ably purchase, make it a coaling station for the 
United States and a good harbor for us, and a 
depot for carrying' out a system of colonization ijj 
the Mexican States. Mexico is capable of receivr 
ii)g, and willing to receive, any amount of thi* 
population. Besides, sir, coming nearer home, 
right adjoining Tfexas there lies Tamaulipas. Ae, 
the rebels recede beforeour ad vaiicing armies, tl^ey 
may flee with many of their slaves into Texas, 
perhaps. From Texas they haVe only to cross a 
river to get into Mexico. 

Look along down the Gulf. Vera Cruz has 
nearly six hundred miles of coast where the cpl-, 
ony below. Tampico, to which I have referred, al- 
ready exists. Then there is Tehuantepec, wilit 
a hundred miles of coast and a route across from 
the Gulf to the Pacific ocean. Then there is Ta- 
basco^ with two hundred miles of coast; Yucatan, 
with probably more than one thousand; Balizci 
Guatemala, with fiye hundred miles ofcoaet an j 
the lieautiful Golf of Honduras. I beg to say in 
relation to Guateiuala, that the president of that 
State oflTers to give his own Hacienda to these pe<v- 
ple if tliey go there, and further,' pledgees his in- 
fluence for legislation in their favor, 'giving home- 
I steads 10 all who^choose logo there, in a country 
I where the cotton plant ainjogt perennial, an^ to 
! which no country on the fac^ of the earth is aq- 
1 pe«9r in the protluction of coffee, sugar^ <otl9ij 



cochineal, und the otlier vaiuablf; tro .iciii produc- 
tions. Then there are Honduras und the Bay lb!- 
finds, Nicaragua, Cosia Rica, and New Granada, 
including Jlie provinces of Chiriqui, Veraguaa, 
Certhagerw, Santa Martha, and Rio Hacha. 
There, too, is the beautiful valley of tlie Magda- 
lena river, just across the Gulf of Mexico, invit- 
ing these people to come to its bosom by millions 
upon millions, capable of susteining ihem and giv- 
ing them successful employment. There is Ve- 
nezuela, too, with a thousand miles of coast below 
the Caribbean sea. I saw the othc day our min- 
ister lately returned from Venezaeia, 1 conversed 
with him in relation to that country, and on this 
very subject. He informed me that for a thou- 
sand mites on thai coast is a rich and fertile coon- 
try, irtdented with beautiful bays and harbors, and 
capable of producing, in coffee, cotton, and sugar, 
more than almost any other country in the world. 
It stands to-day, 1 believe, only fourth in thepro- 
dfaction of coffee, 

Mr. President, some would force on at once the 
emancipation of this whole population, and at the 
■ame time and in the same breath scout oil ideas 
oTttiding them in colonization or emigration. Upon 
the other hand, there are others who v/ould force 
the colonization of every free negro from the slave 
States, and who scout all attempts even to con- 
sider the question of emancipation at all. I have 
no oympathy with the ideaof banishing any peo- 
ple; but I do favor the ideas both of emancipation 
and colonization. Each will aid the other, and 
each is to the other ihcbesl practical means to aid 
?t. Sir, I would inscribe high upOn the banner 
MChich I would follow, " a generous homestead policy 
(or boOx races, black and white. Homesteads for 
free white men in all the temperate territories of 
the United States homesteads for free colored men 
in the tropics and the islands of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico and the Caribbean sea." I would, by treaty 
arrangements with those States, endeavor to build 
up, as we could very easily do, free commercial 
relations, placing upon the manufacturesand pro- 
ductions which we export to those countries but 
light duties, obtaining, perhaps, in consideration 
of the aid we give them, by planting colonies of our 
l^ople among them, a provision that for a given 
nunibefof years, say five years or ten years, col- 
onists f>om this country should be permitted to 
receive from the United States, free of all duties, ell 
our productions and our manufactures, tKus lay- 
ing the foundations for another market for all the 
productions of the Mississippi valley and the man- 
ufactures of the East, in exchange for the sugar 
and coffee of those countries. 

Such a commerce, once begun, would of itself 
make the colonization of this people free, Tolun- 
tary, and pelf-sustaining. Our snips would go 
ioftdcd with emigrants, and return loaded with 
tropical productions. I believe that in so doing 
Mre may be instrumental, under the providence of 
Almigniy Godj in laying the foundation of an 
empire there, a great republic to be composed of 
these people and their descendants, and of the 
people already there who stand ready and willing 
and anxious to receive them as a part of thetn- 
selves, which after a few generations will contain 
a'bandred millions of human beings; a republic 



wliici; shall be in the tropics what this Republic 
is in tiie temperate zone of the North American 
continent; a republic which, if it shall grow up 
under our protection, will be a support against for- 
eign intervention , and feel bound to us by interest, 
gratitude, e.nd friendship forever. Aitliough not 
a part of our territorial dominion, they will be 
within our commercial dominion. Sir, when w'e 
can have free commercial relations with a nation 
which immediately adjoins us, where we will 
send all our products and manufactures, with light 
duties upon iheni, and receive theirs in rcturii, it 
is a practical annexation for all commercial pur- 
poses to the Government of the United States. It 
IS as good and better for us than if we should own 
the sovereignty of the territory, and be at the ex- 
pense and trouble of governing it. 

t>Ar, although all our political relations were sev- 
ered with Great Britain by the Revolution, are we 
not to-day still her best commercial customer.' If 
the tie which binds Canada to Great Britain were 
severed to-morrow, and if she should unite her 
destinies with the United States, would not Can- 
ada still continue to be one '^f the best customers 
of Great Britain ? Sir, those rich countries lying at 
our feet, just below th( inouth of the Mississippi, 
althougli outside of our territorial jurisdiction, if 
filled up with emigrants from the United States, 
would be practically of us. They would remain 
ourcustomersanJ ourproducers forever. 1 believe 
that to build up the commercial interests of this 
country, i's agricultural interests, its manufactur- 
ing interests, the expenditure of a comparatively 
small sum of money each year in the negotiat\->n 
of treaties, in opening up the way, in, perhaps, 
establishing lines of steamships between the Uni- 
ted States and the countries just upon our border, 
would be notonly wise, but that it would be repaid 
in the end ten, if not a hundred fold. Besides, sir, 
the expenditure of money for the purpose, of en- 
larging our commerce with foreign countries is 
clearly 

CONSTITUTIO.VAt. 

It is within the express grants of power, and is 
sanctioned by the Ion"; established precedents of 
expending money in the removal of Indians. 

In seekmg for the constitutional power to com- 
pensate for the value of slaves emancipated within 
the States there is more difficulty. But I believe 
that will be avoided when the States having slaves 
come to act upon the question of their emancipa- 
tion by following the examples of Pennsylvania 
and other States, making that emancipation pi-o- 
spective and gradual, and thus avoid the question 
of compensation, leaving the whole amount to be 
expended in aid of their colonization, and in that 
manner this Government can most effectually aid 
the States in the great work of emancipation. 

At the risk of apparent repetition, I repeat, I 
would hare that colonizalion voluntary. If com- 
pulsory, it is slavery still. Besides, sir, I would 
nave ine most enterprising, the most intelligipht 
and aspii'ing among that peopli; lead the way. I 
have beeri addressed by many of that class oh this 
subject. They thank me for frankly epeakingout 
the truth, and forstatingthc true relation in which 
they stand to the Caucasian race here in this 
country. Thsy thank me for what I hare done 
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in my amendment to the bill emancipating slaves 
jn this Distfict, that I was not only for giving 
them emancination and fieodom, but was for giv- 
ing them aid to go to a country in Vi'hich they 
coul:' aspire to and hope to attain a position of 
gociai, civil, and polilical equality Vifhich they 
never hope to have in this country, even in New 
England. 

Mr. President, I will repeat again, in order that 
I may not be misunderstood nor :niareported 
either, I am oppo.sed to compulsory colonization. 
I look upon that as a species of slavery itself, as 
adding one wrong to another. I believe, also, 
that if made compulsory, colonization would be 
far less effective in producing the good results of 
which I have spoken than if it were made volun- 
tary, and far less beneficial to the colored race. 

Mr, President, my views qn this subject are not 
the growth of a day or a year. They have been 
the result of many years of earnest thought on 
the subject, in all its bearings. It is the great 
problem of America. I agree with the Senator 
from New Hampshire in that. It is the great prob- 
lem presented to the American statesman, and a 
problem which he must meet, which he cannot 
avoid. It may have been forced upon me, more 
especially within the last five years, because of 
my position upon the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs; it hasbeenac(mstant,every-day duty to con- 
sider in that committee the best mode in which 
we of the Caucasian race here on this continent 
shall deal with the Itidian race to save even its 
remnants from destruction . Sir, wherever we look 
we behold that race dwindling at the presence of 
the white man, as the snows are melted and dis- 
appear in spring time. ThisGovernmcnihaa been 
engaged in one continued struggle; it has ex- 
pended millions upon millions to preserve the In- 
dian race, to provide for its support, to take care 
of it, to prevent the selfishness and cupidity and 
often criminal misconduct of the v/hite man to- 
wards it. Upon this subject I have had put into 
my hands, and I will ask the Secretary to read a 
letter from Keokuk, the chief of the Sac Indians 
in Kansas, to the Great Father, the President of 
the United States in Washington, to which I ask 
the attention of the Senate, as to a statement as 
eloquent as it is simple, giving the condition of 
his tribe, and his hopes and nis fears as to the 
future. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

keofcuk, Chief of the Sac Miani, in Kantot, to the Great 
Fcith^r, the Pretide.it, at Washington ; 

I am a chief; my fHtl-.er was n eliief before me. He Is 
dead. He long had tlie cure of our people, it now devolves 
ution ine. Their welfare Is very dear lo me. I look over 
our waning numbers with pain nnd melancholy forebod- 
ing?. 1 look for thti cauiieK of this decay, iind seek: a rem- 
tdjr ; but bo far I hapu <ought tn rain. As a lost bb)ic I 
apseal to you. 

It is well known iliat in 183-i the Sac Indians made war 
t>|»n the whites, and were ilefented. After the wav we 
thndc R itY-nty with our Great Fattier, That treaty we have 
fnithfuliy kept. So has our Great Kather, We do not com- 
plain 0/ hlni. We complain to him. He gnve us a plenty 
of land la Knnsr.!;, twenty miles wide by ihlrty-fnur \ong, 
and much money— $8t,000a year for ten y en ra/and $71,000 
per year ever since. And now our land is to be soltf to pay 
uiijust claims, amounting to $150,000 more. 

All this is more money (hnn I know how to tpeak, but it 
would be all the same if It were mure or If St were less. The 



Great FuLlier SntcndeJ it to refresh us like j sprint, and 
make us grow and Increase. But it rsiiis thrvush the hands 
of agents and undeiu, and is absorbt^d a^j tiaiidy plain ab- 
siirbs the water from tlie muuntnin. We ere not refreshed. 
We complained. Tlic agcn'^ wt-re disu u-tscdnnd nc^wonei 
appointed. It was all ilie same. .M- peopli' lived in lenv- 
porary dwellings, in wijrwnnis and 'v^nts. They died from 
dise.-ucs brouglit on by exposure a. id want. 

We have lived in Kansas elgh'.'en years. We have had 
nine agents, all alike. They nr : agfints for theniselves, urH. 
for us. My people df. not nur iber one half that came here 
after the war. The afrentsarr superclllons and proud. They 
treat us like dog>', My pc- iple are discouraged and drink 
too much. They have I(^t their self-respect. Tlie agenii 
do not listen to thechiris and head men in council. They 
listen only to the tradf rs. When some new plan is devised 
to get the Indians' r.oney a council is called, tfthechieia 
and head men do not approve, they then take soate weuit- 
minded Indian rjiii make him n chief, and so do as tiii'.y 
ple.tse. They 'jribe him. In this manner they divide, tlie 
Indians and rriake Lhem art against each other. IfthcGreii 
Father in his wisdom could send us a better plan we should 
be glad. We want a change. We want all the trad'irf: to 
go away. Wc do not want any agent with such powers m 
he niiiV has. We want ourchiefs and head men in council 
to decide many things. Now they decide nothing. Th« 
most trifling chnlcs is denied us. Wc have our ^eferenCi 
for a blacksmith. This has never been granted us, cndH 
not now. We think it best to dispense with a gunsmith; 
this wcarp not allowed to do. We need a wagon and plow 
maker, but are not allowed to employ one. We areanxlou* 
to commence farming, but we cannot control our owQ 
means. We are like a fly in a spider's web. The agent* 
and traders have our feet entangled and we cannot get out^ 
Wc are living poornnd in poverty, with a domain of ovef 
(r>ur hundred thousandacresdf land, and an annual inconM 
of $71,01)0 per ye.ir. 

Let us have n voice in its management. The results can- 
not be worse. They may be better. We cannot live any 
poorer. We cannot die any faster. We cannot sulTer any 
more. As things now are we are prevented from making 
any effort. We have faculties like white men ; we 
ambition also. Our faculties are not exercised; our ambi- 
tion ii> not gratified. Tiic agents and traders call my people ' 
ill names ; they disparage our name and nation. We art 
conscious oftliis, and many weak-minded Indians lose theit 
pride of character and of race. I am proud of my nama. I 
am proud of my race. I am no longer the enemy of the 
white man. I belong to one of many tribes over which the 
Great Father rules. Wc arc friends. Our people are friends. 
We wish to be treated as friends and equals by the white 
man, and not as enemies and dnga. 

Out goods can be sent to us and distributed under the sO- 
pervlsion of the Indian council. , 

A man can be employed to fit our buys and young nies 
with pants and shirts, suiiabl'i to the change which we art- 
tlclpate preparatory to school and work. 

There are many things which we need, to change ott 
condition, which our. Great Father will think of better thaio 
I. I am done. 

Mr, DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, I allowed 
the whole of this paper to be read, not am a puit 
of my speech, but that it may go upon the records 
I may desire to use it upon another occasion upon 
another subject. It discloses the samefacts wnich 
appear in the statement of the Bishop of Minno^ 
sota in relation to the Indians of tliat State, and 
in the statements of all who give any information 
to the President or the Department of the Inte- 
rior or to the Committee on Indian Affairs,. Thjf 
performance of my public duties heie may have 
forced upon my mind the consideration of the 
question of the relations which these differeiitraces 
bear to each other. For five years past upon th0 
Committee on Indian AfTairs, my attention haa 
been constantly drawn to the question of the deal- 
ings of the whites with the Indians, As cognate 
to that, mv mind has been forced to study the re- 
lations we bear to the African race also. 1 haveseea 
some of the slave States passing laws to banish all 



14 



Free colored men of thnt race or enslave tliftm: the 
Slate i>f Tennessee even proposed ii; and but for 
ihe letter of Judge Gutron, a justice of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, it might have 
passed even the Legislature of tliat State. 1 know 
at the same time that the free Stales adjoining 
the slave States, like Illinois and Indiana and 
loWRt have laws Vi'hich refuSe to allow the free 
Colored men to come within their borders. Sir, I 
•late these as fnctsj bt;t becao'ae I s«e them, and 
Vill not blindly close imy eyes to ihem, has any 
ftian R right to si\y here or elsewhere that I favor 
Auch legislation; that I would oppress these peo- 

{►!e? Nor, sir; no. I simply state whet is patent 
Q all the world. I take things as they an;, and 
Qot as I would have them. Upon these facts the 

Sicstion conies to ine, as it comes to you, and it 
ould eome hdme to«very maTJ who has a head or 
a heart, what, in God's name, is to become of 
these people? If they are to be bjinishcd from 
the slave States, and not received into the free 
Sfotes, Where on earth shall they go ? Do we owe 
them no duty ? Is there no responsibility resting 
upon this Government.? It alone controls all our 
foreign relations . The States have no power oi)er 
them whatever. Remember that. It can, by treaty, 
provide a home for these people which the slave 
States propose to banish, and the free Slates will 
not admit. Is it not our duty, as Christians ana 
Mrtriote, to provide a place and a home where 
they cat) go and find refuge? Sir, my heart has 
*een pained, my sou! in agony has labored for, 
mid hoped and prayed that God Almighty would 
\ ^r"e to us the true solution of this question. It 
{8 in that spirit that I have given my attention to 
It, &nd have earnestly ccnsidered it with all the 
|>oirer8 of which I am capable. 

TH£ SOLUTION I« JUST AND WISE. 

Sir, this is no solution ef mine. It is a solution 
which was proposed by Jefferson long, long ago; 
a solution which I believe has been favored by the 
greatest rnen thifi nation has ever produced ; a so- 
nition which, in my judgment, is in accordance 
*r|th the natural laws of climate, in accordance 
with the difference of constitution existing between 
#ie«e two races; a solution to which nature itself 
is pointing; a solution by which the tropics are 
to be gliven to the roan of the tropic*, «nd the t^m- 
Mrate atone to the man of the temperate zone. At 
I said the other day— I did so reverently, but i 
believe truly — it is Qod 's solution ; and it is easiei- 
fio #ork with Him than to work against Him, and 
wiaer, too. 

it IS aoob POLICT TO STTSTAIN THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. President, I support these views on colo- 
hfzaiion, not because theyhave beenrecpmniended 
hy the President of tlie United States in his mes- 
iilge, but because I believe they are r^ht. fiut it 
in ft tn'atter of great satisfaction that l agree with 
the IPVesident in the policy of his ndminiisti'ation. 
1 bcliere it is just and wise. I feel assured, also, 
it will be successful. The President and that party 
in this country which shall suatain him. Which 
«h»ll inscribe nigh on its banner emancipation 
with COLONIZ ATION," " BOMztTtKDt for tphltenun 
in the territories of the temperate tone; homesteads 
for colorid fnen in the trojiiei; black emksbation 



from -Tirf WHITE EMicRAxiow to the Unitcil Stalej; 
A RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC to bird to- 
gether our easleiTi and our western e)n;«re," v/ill bo 
the party to rule the destinies of this country, 
and if true to itself, its policy, and its friends, 
will last for a whole generation. If the Repub- 
lican parly, true to the principles upon which they 
came into power, are wise enpugh to accep' it, 
wise enough to follow their President who has 
given them the lead, they will be the parly of the 
fulure; they will r»publicanize — in the sense in 
which that term was used in the days of Jefferson 
and of Madisofi — ijot only every free States of the 
North, bul Delaware, Virginia, Kentucky, Ma- 
ryland, Tennessee, and Missouri, before the end 
of this Adttiinisti'ation, and become the patty of 
the future. But, sir, let them talce the other pol- 
icy, and suffer another party to arise which shall 
take it, and it will be trampled iii pieces. 

Mr. President, I have tb-day disdussed but one 
of iHe questions involved in the third section of 
the bill before the Senate, and I have beeh drawn 
unexpectedly into these reniarks by what fell yes- 
terday from the Senator from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. HAtE.] I had ho purpoSte, until I heard 
him, to address the Senate at all. 1 may have de- 
tained it &lrec»dy too long, but I have endeavored 
to confine myself to the question of coldnizsi fon 
alone, to show that it Was: first, possible; se»..,iid, 
practicabl' ; third, desirable;4th,economical;fif\li, 
constitutional; and lastly, that it is the true Christ- 
ian-like, statesmanship-like, and, may I add, the 
natural and providential solution of the gr«al 
American problem. 

I desire, however, to say to my friend from Vir*- 
giniathat I hope he will not press his amendment 
to this section at the present time. That section, 
as it now stands, declares the policy ahd makes 
it the duly of the President to enter upon this pol- 
icy of colonization; but if, at this time, there is 
an attempt to push it farther, not only to apply it 
to those who may be emancipated under the pro- 
visions of the bill , but, at the same time, to a very 
large n ft be r of other persons, amounting to near- 
ly five hundred thousand, it may defeat its own 
object, and perhaps defeat the section of the bill 
which declares this policy. I do not know that 
I understood the Senator from New Hampshire 
yesterday to isay whether he is in favor of thii 
section of the bill or not. I wish he were here. 
I should like to ask him that question now, for if 
this b>II passes,! am anxious to have this section 
of the bill stand, declaring the policy of the Gov- 
ernment on this Bubjecti This section declares 
two thinn: f.rst, the policy of colonization, and 
second, uiat that colonizution should be volun- 
tary, and not compulsory. 

Mr. President, I will close what I have to say 
now without going at all into the merit* of the 
other great questions which are involved. I have 
not time to do justice to them now. In conclu- 
sion, however, t may be allowed to say, that in 
my opinion no graver questions were ever miscd 
in this body than are contained in the first tti'-ec 
sections of this bill. The first section provides 
for the confiscation of real and personal property, 
{Here Mr. D. was interruptea, and n tonvcisa- 
tional debate ensued, which is omitted.] 
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I shall not go into the question ns to the amount 
of property which would or might be reached and I 
confiscated under the operation of this bill. Ij 
simply state the fact that there is a grave ques- 1 
tion involved, tliat a very large amount of prop-' 
erty may be affected by the first section of the ' 
bill. I cannot estimate that amount. The second | 
section of the bill certainly involves the forieiture ' 
of all the slaves of the rebels engaged in this re- i 
bellion or any one giving it aid and comfort. Now, i 
if you are to euppose that two millions of slaves j 
belong to rebel masters, and I believe that is noti 
an unfair presumption, the effect of the second!! 
section of this bill, declaring their emancipation j 
by an act of Congress, would be not only to for- 1 
felt all the property claimed in them by their mas- 
ters, but would set free at one blow within the 
States two millions of slaves. Intermingling as 
they everywhere do with the slaves of the loyal ! 
masters, that would probably involve the eman- 
cipation of all the rest. If compensation should 
be made to the loyal masters of the other half at 
j^OO for each slave, it would require the expendi- 
ture of the sum of §600,000,000, either by the States 
or the Federal Government. 

The third section of this bill proposes the col- 
onization of all who are willing to emigrate; and 
if it should cost fifty dollars per head for this col- 
onization, and one fourth of the whole number of 
slaves were willing to be colonized, it might in- 
volve the expenditure of $50,000,000. Sir, no 
graver qiaestions were ever raiced in the Senate 
than are involved in the first three sections of this 
bill. The confiscation of millions of real and per- 



j sonal property, the enitincipatioii by act of Con- 
^tcBH within the States of two millions of slaves, 
involving probably two millions more, and in 
compensation to loyal masters it may be hundreds 
of millions of dollars; the sudden colonization of 
one million of persons, with an expenditure of 
millions upon millions more — these present ques- 
tions, I repeat, graver than were ever raised in 
this body oefore. They are questions, sir, of en- 
larged statesmanship; questions of constitutional 
power; gigantic questiona of finance; questionsof 
peace and war; questions of justice and clemency; 
j questions of liberty and order; of international 
law; of race; and of empire which concern us and 
all who are to come after us forever. These, and 
more than these, are pressing upon us now. You 
cannot avoid them if you would. You cannot put 
them aside. They will not down at your bidding; 
turn which way you will, they meet you face to 
face. They demand, and from every earnest soul 
they -wiW have, an answer. These are the issues 
that are upon us. They are the great issues made 
up for the trial of the souls of this people — I say 
it without irreverence — im the calendar of God. 
The question is, are we ready for the trial ? Are 
wp 2Cjual to the crisis? Sir, I know my own utter 
inability to meet them as 1 would. But I shall 
meet them as best I can. Under a deep sense of the 
responsibilities of the hour, huniblj imploring the 

fuidance of that wisdom which comes from above, 
shall meet and discuss these questions alike 
without passion and without fear, endeavoring 
to preserve a cool temper, and, if I am able, a clear 
brain. 



